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Lot for Sale at The Cliffs
The church has a lot for sale at The Cliffs on Possum Kingdom

Lake. Several amenities are included with the purchase of the lot,
such as access to the pools and free rounds of golf throughout
the year. If you or someone you know is interested please con-
tact the church office.

More FUMC News On Pages 4A, 5A & 8A

Confirmation Sunday
May 8, 2011—10:45 am Worship Service

Youth Sunday and Senior Recognition Sunday
May 15, 2011

End of Year Youth Parties/Last Night of Youth
Wednesday, May 25, 2011

Happy Mother’s Day 
May 8, 2011

Leading From Your Strengths
is coming to Breckenridge

May 14, 2011—9:00 am–3:00 pm
Leading From Your Strengths is the key that will help you un-

lock the wisdom and understanding of the unique strengths God
designed in you. As it says in Proverbs 3:13, “How blessed is the
one who finds wisdom, and the one who finds understanding.”

Through a quick and simple online assessment, 8-10 minutes,
you will immediately receive a comprehensive, objective, per-
sonal and encouraging report, where you will gain tremendous
insight into your natural strengths and how those strengths are
operating in your life. Your profile will specifically address your
natural strengths in the way you solve problems, process infor-
mation, manage change and face risk.

It is perfect for helping individuals and teams discover and un-
derstand their God-given strengths and how they relate in their
ministry environment and relationships.

The seminar will be led by Ed George who has served as Sen-
ior Chaplain for the seven hospitals in the Texas Health/Harris
Methodist Health Systems. Ed is the founder of EdAdvantage
Coaching LLC and also serves on staff at White’s Chapel UMC in
Southlake. 

The normal cost for this seminar is $50-75 per person. This is
being offered FREE to the members of the church. Registration
deadline is May 9th.

To register call the church at 559-8208 and give your name
and email address or you can register online through the church’s
website. 

New Ladies’ Bible Study
Guyla White is leading a new 6 week Bible study, “A Letter

from Jesus,” based on the devotional book, Jesus Calling, by
Sarah Young. The study begins Thursday, May 5th at FUMC. There
are 2 different times to choose from, 9:30 am or 5:30 pm. Books
are $9 each and are available at the church office.

Communion Sunday—May 1, 2011 
Communion Rail Offering—Local Benevolence

It’s that time again to start preparing for Vacation Bible
School! This year’s theme is an extreme adventure camp where
children Experience and Discover God
Everywhere (EDGE). Camp E.D.G.E. VBS is
not your typical stroll through the woods.
It’s an action-packed, adrenaline-filled expe-
dition that teaches kids their strength and
might come from God. Through rockin’ con-
temporary music, larger-than-life recreation
games, mind-boggling science activities, ex-
treme sports videos, and cool, challenging
crafts, kids will learn how to live on the
E.D.G.E. in their faith.

Camp Edge will be held from July 11–15th at FUMC. Please
contact April Lechner or Jay Walker for more info or to volunteer!

Camp EDGE VBS is Coming!
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Youth News

MISSION: Possible
COW PATTY BINGO! Saturday May 7th at 3:00 pm at

the South Soccer Field at the City Park: 
First United Methodist Youth is sponsoring this year’s

COW PATTY BINGO. This event was a huge success at
Frontier Days in 2010. When we learned that it was avail-
able to us, we did not hesitate. This is an event that in-
volves a Bingo grid painted on a grassy area, and a well
fed cow. Gross, but effective. Each space is $20 and
there is no limit to the number of spaces one may have.
Squares will be picked by lottery drawing at FUMC on
Wednesday May 4th. The drawing is open to the public
and all squares will be published and available at the
FUMC office. The name that matches the square that the
cow “selects” will receive $1,000 (based on a full grid of
$6,000) or 10% of the total money received. All squares touching the “selected” square
will receive prized donated from the community as well. 

All proceeds to benefit our FUMC—CTCYM Summer Mission Trip, June 12-18th, 2011.

Clearly, our Methodist youth and parents are preparing for the big CTCYM Mission Trip
to Beaumont, TX. As reported, our kids are currently collecting money to pay for this trip
through various fund raisers. Their money must be paid to CTCYM in the first part of May. I
am confident that we will receive the funds to go. However, those of you who know me
know that I get sort of nervous until the final whistle blows; not medicated or officially
“freaked out”, just nervous. We are accepting funds in all forms for registration, tools,
food, gas, etc. I would like for our youth not to have to use their money to go on this
trip. I have contacted Will McClammy of FUMC–Eastland and we are making plans with
them regarding possible sharing of tools, transportation, etc. 

Assignment: Combination Trip Central Texas Conference Youth in Mission—
CTCYM 2011

Personnel: Sr. and Jr. High age Youth w/ Adult Group Leaders
Dates: 12 June 2011–18 June 2011
Location: FUMC Beaumont, 701 Calder Ave., Beaumont, TEXAS 77701
Cost: $250 per person plus meals, transportation, etc. 
Units Assigned: Breckenridge FUMC, Eastland, FUMC, Mineral Wells FUMC, 

Fort Worth Lighthouse Fellowship, Mansfield Community of Hope
“Peace be to you. As the Father hath sent me, I also send you.” (John 20:21)

+++++++++++++++
The Lady Bucks JV placed Third at District in Merkel, TX through some great running

from our own Selena Ornales. Ornales placed First in the 1,600 meters with a time of
14:45:52. This is nothing new for Selena, who consistently runs well. JV Bucks Clay Boaz
and Chris Hobbs ran their part of the 1,600 Meter Relay, placing 6th with a time of
4:00:83. 

On March 19th, Aly Pesch placed 5th at the STATE Powerlifting Championship in Corpus
Christi, TX. Aly squatted 315 pounds, dead lifted 265, and bench pressed 115 for a total
of 695 pounds. Cool medal, Aly!

In District Tennis, Pesch advanced to the semi-finals in singles, but fell to close friend,
Callie Thompson. Lane Morris competed in singles, but also fell to Austin of Hawley. 

10 Lady Bucks qualified to compete at the Regional I-2A Track Meet, May 2nd and 3rd
in Odessa, TX. 

In April, Elizabeth Lobstein, Jordan Crenshaw, and Maggie Bates were among the 4-H
Achievers sewing class that made and donated fleece comfort blankets for Stephens Me-
morial Hospital. Maggie also placed first in the Junior Construction Division, at the 4-H
District Fashion Show. Jordan Crenshaw placed third in the Specialty Construction Divi-
sion, and Gracie Nicklas placed third in the Casual Junior Buying Division. 

April Lechner and her kids put a lot of time and work into the Children’s Easter Musical,
“Hallelujah, What a Savior,” and it really paid off on April 17th. Thanks to the children and
staff for a special Palm Sunday service. Remember to mark your calendars for Youth Sun-
day/Senior Recognition Sunday which will be on May 15th. 

The Beginner Band, Jr. High Bronco Band, Sr. High Buckaroo Band, and the Stage Band
will perform a concert at the Breckenridge Athletics and Fine Arts Center on Tuesday, May
3rd at 7 pm. If you have a child that is interested in band, music, or has an obvious talent,
the Beginner Band will be recruiting for next year earlier in the day as well. Please, help
our Buckaroo Band continue to grow and be recognized. 

Katy Harris won Reserve Champion Dorset Ewe at the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo. Coy Harris won Champion Shropshire Ewe and Reserve Champion in the Junior
Hampshire Ewe show. Katy and Coy might need a warehouse for all those trophies and
banners. That is awesome!

I am very proud of our kids who continue to excel at what they do. I keep seeing new
faces on Wednesdays and am very excited about our kids bringing their friends. Wednes-
day Night Youth includes good food and fellowship, some lively Praise and Worship at
6:33pm, a lesson or activity, and some basketball, when we can fit it in. We all have fun. If
you would like to be a part, please join us at 6pm on Wednesdays. With around 60-70
kids at times, our staff and volunteers could always use an extra hand. Again, this is a
good problem to have. Please call Jay Walker at (254) 559-8208, with any questions
about the mission trip, donations to the Youth Program, a child’s achievements, or help-
ing out on Wednesday nights. FUMC is a great place to learn and worship and have some
fun along the way.  

Help us lead people to Christ through our good example. 
Jay Walker, Director of Youth Ministries 

Our FUMC-Youth are planning
a Car Wash at Whoa-N-Go on
04/30/11 at 9:00am to 12:00
Noon. We expect a great
turnout, like the last one that
the BlueGrassExperience did
a little while back.  



The Family at First UMC. . .
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Sunday, May 1
Ushers: BOBBY GOSWICK, CAPTAIN;

JERRY TOLAND, GEORGE PERRY,
TOMMY DITTMAR

Children’s Church Teacher: LAURA
WILSON

Greeters: ELAINE GOSWICK & SHARON
TOLAND

Acolytes: RUSSELL OVERMAN & NICK
SPEER

Sound System: JOE LECHNER
Liturgist: GUYLA WHITE

Sunday, May 8
Ushers: BOBBY GOSWICK, CAPTAIN;

JERRY TOLAND, GEORGE PERRY,
TOMMY DITTMAR

Children’s Church Teacher: APRIL
LECHNER

Greeters: ELAINE GOSWICK
Acolytes: MAGGIE BATES & COY HARRIS
Sound System: JOE LECHNER
Liturgist: GUYLA WHITE

Visiting our Church these recent Sundays were:

Josh Gosson; Robin Weeks; Kaigan Weeks; Harley Hallmark; Kameron Hallmark;
Stephanie, Emily & Elizabeth Lobstein; Marie Lobstein; Matthew Lobstein; Joe
Lobstein; Lynna Lobstein; Zarian DelaGarza; Dawn Wright & Amanda Ruflin; Cecila &
Matthew Gabriel; Aletha Adams; Glenda Riley; Barbara Adams & Dylan Brightman;
Jordan Davidson of Robert Lee; Harley McCarthy; November Meredith; Taylor
Thompson; Hailey Thompson; Steven Cudd; Jean Sprain; Vicki Thompson

Current Prayer Concerns

All prayer requests should be emailed or called in to the church office, and they will be
sent out from there by both phone and e-mail to our prayer warriors. Please keep the
office updated on the status of the friend or family member you have on the prayer list. 
JIM BOB COODY
RONNIE PENDLETON
LUKE MORRIS
JOHN ED CONNER
DORIS HOGAN
JEAN HAYWORTH
JOHN & EUNITA TRIMBLE
JOE ED PESCH—father of Tim Pesch
KATHY JOHNSON—friend of Pat Adams
DAVLYN SPEER—niece of Roy & Eileen

Speer, cousin to Pendleton’s and Gipson’s

Condolences 
Our Christian condolences to Jerry

Overman and family on the death of his
aunt, Leota Condray. Services were held
April 15 in San Angelo.

Our Christian condolences to David &
Karen Duggan on the death of her aunt,
Frankie Youngquist. Services were held
April 21 in Abilene.

Those Scheduled to Serve

The Bishop’s Blog
To subscribe to the latest posts from

Bishop Mike Lowry, please visit www.Bish-
opMikeLowry.com/subscribe

Here is a sample of the Bishop’s Blog:

When the Dogs are Barking
April 13, 2011

A good friend of mine, Bishop Paul
Leeland, says, “When the dogs are bark-
ing, the caravan is moving.”

As we have wrestled with appoint-
ments and are going through transition at
the Conference office, I am reminded of
Bishop Leeland’s pointed phrase. It is one
thing to know intellectually that Christen-
dom is over, that we live in a post-de-
nominational world. Of this much we are
clear. Yet struggle of wanting to operate
as if that is not the case is still present.
Pastors walk a delicate balance of guiding
and challenging their churches to serve
Christ in new ways in a new age and yet
still minister to those who signed on in the
old order. It is not easy.

Recently I visited with a layman who
has, by any measurement I know, an excel-
lent pastor and yet wants him/her moved
because they have introduced too much
change. I think I can get in touch with the
fears this man expresses. Yet I know, if
these changes don’t take place, if the
church does not engage in new ministry
reaching out to a new generation, it will
die. Jesus has it right. “For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it.” (Mark 8:35)

The dogs are barking and the caravan is
moving. It is both glorious and tough at
the same time.

May 2011CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 am–5:00 pm—Mon.–Thurs.

Newsletter Deadlines
Please have information for The B’ridge

Newsletter to the church office by:
Noon on Wednesday, May 4th 

for the May 13th Issue
This will allow us to let people

know what is going 
on sooner. We appreciate your help!

If you have a mail pocket 
outside the church office, 

please check it often.

Quilting & Craft
Group News

We have had a large donation of fabric
given to our Quilting & Craft Group. This
donation will be a huge help in our
newest mission project. Our plan is to
make a lap quilt for all the residents at
both of our local nursing homes. 

Also, we would like to start having
classes on making a quilt or purse, etc… If
you are interested in participating in the
mission project or any of these classes,
please contact Linda Venekamp at 254-
559-0406.

The Quilting & Craft Group meets every
2nd and 4th Saturday morning of the
month from 10:00 to Noon. The craft
room is upstairs in the BIG Room, the
classroom on the east side of the stair-
well. Anyone interested in quilting, making
craft projects, scrapbooking, etc... is in-
vited to join us.



Week of May 1–7
Sunday, May 1 Communion
8:30 am “Come as You Are” Worship9:30 am Light

Breakfast in the B.I.G. Room—Provided by Mixed
Nuts

9:45 am Sunday school
9:45 am The Well—Praise & Worship Service

10:45 am Traditional Worship Service 

Monday, May 2
9:00 am Learning Tree

Tuesday, May 3
5:30 pm Faithfully Fit Forever in Upstairs Fellowship

Hall
6:00 pm Men’s Bible Session

Wednesday, May 4
9:00 am Learning Tree
5:00 pm Bell Choir Practice
6:00-7:30 pm Dinner & Youth Groups Meet
6:33 pm The Well—Praise & Worship Service
7:00 pm Choir Practice

Thursday, May 5
6:45 am United Methodist Men Breakfast
5:30 pm Faithfully Fit Forever in Upstairs Fellowship

Hall

Saturday, May 7
Cow Patty Bingo at Frontier Days

Week of May 8–14
Sunday, May 8 Mother’s Day & Confirmation Sunday 
8:30 am “Come as You Are” Worship
9:30 am Light Breakfast in the B.I.G. Room—Provided

by UMM
9:45 am Sunday school
9:45 am The Well—Praise & Worship Service

10:45 am Traditional Worship  

Monday, May 9
9:00 am Learning Tree

12:00 noon WInGS Brown Bag Lunch Meeting in
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, May 10 
5:30 pm Faithfully Fit Forever in Upstairs Fellowship

Hall
6:00 pm Men’s Bible Session at home of Cody Owen

Wednesday, May 11
9:00 am Learning Tree
5:00 pm Bell Choir Practice
6:00-7:30 pm Dinner & Youth Groups Meet
6:33 pm The Well—Praise & Worship Service
7:00 pm Choir Practice

Thursday, May 12
5:30 pm Faithfully Fit Forever in Upstairs Fellowship

Hall
Saturday, May 14
10:00-Noon Craft Time
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Weekly Schedules

Children’s Chest Director Needed
Nancy Carter is resigning as the Children’s Chest Direc-

tor effective May 2011. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing for this position please contact Linda Venekamp or
the church office. Nancy has done an outstanding job to
get things organized and we hope to continue that!

Pastor’s Column
Kielbasa and Kraut for the Soul

Wednesday Night Meal Calendar
1st Wednesday—Fellowship Class
2nd Wednesday—Mixed Nuts Class
3rd Wednesday—WInGS
4th Wedensday—Mixed Nuts Class & Upper Room Class

Rotate
5th Wednesday—Seekers Class

Acolyte Rotation Schedule
Below is the new rotation schedule for the acolytes. If

you are unable to be at church on your Sunday, please
call the Overman’s at (254) 549-3507 and you can trade
for a different Sunday.

1st Sunday—Russell Overman and Nick Speer
2nd Sunday—Maggie Bates and Coy Harris
3rd Sunday—Levi Lechner and Zach Willis
4th Sunday—Luke Morris and Brady Tennison
5th Sunday—May (Coy & Levi)

Sunday Morning Breakfast Calendar
May 1st—Mixed Nuts
May 8th—United Methodist Men
May 15th—Elementary UMYF
May 22nd—Mixed Nuts
May 29th—Potluck

Faithfully Fit Forever
FFF’s schedule—

Evening class: T Th—5:30pm–6:30pm
Morning class: Sat—9:00am–10:00am 
Sign up in the office. Invite your friends and neigh-

bors.
If you aren’t familiar with FFF, it is an exercise class,

hosted by FUMC Breckenridge that focuses on the health
of the body, mind and spirit.

Classes are held 3 times per week, and each session
has 3 parts:

l 40 minutes of exercise (aerobic
type activity to music)

l 10 minutes of health education
l 10 minutes of faith and

devotion
FFF is designed for all ages and

women and men of all exercise
backgrounds. FFF is meant to bring ex-
ercise to you with as few barriers as pos-
sible. It is a great chance for fellowship and gives us a
chance to “present our bodies as a living sacrifice” to the
Lord.

This is a great way to invite others to church. Come
join us for Fun, Fellowship and Fitness! It’s never too
late to start.

If you are interested, please contact the church office
at 559-8208 or catch Linda Venekamp or Jannette Miller
at church. All participants must complete a questionnaire
prior to attending classes.

Men’s Bible Session 
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm at the home of Cody Owen

Need Your Carpets Cleaned?
J Williams of Essential Carpet Care has

been cleaning carpets in Breckenridge for
the past 9 years. J’s husband, Len
Williams, is currently undergoing chemo
therapy treatments and is unable to
work. Please give J a call at 254-
246-0277. Any work is greatly ap-
preciated!

Baseball season is underway!
At opening day for the Round

Rock Express (Triple A affiliate of
the Texas Rangers) Mr. Mike Barber
had the privilege of throwing out
the ceremonial first pitch. Mr. Bar-
ber serves as the State Com-
mander for the Texas Department
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
But there is more to the story.

Mike Barber had been invited
to try-outs for the Detroit Tigers.
Mike Barber had always wanted to
play professional baseball. Two days before the sched-
uled try-outs, he was drafted into military service. Mr.
Barber served over twenty years in the Military and re-
ceived honorable discharge.

Mr. Barber is one who put his own desires and dreams
aside to serve in the armed forces. I imagine it was a very
difficult choice. Mr. Barber is to be commended for his
decision to serve.

For just a moment I found myself wondering if he ever
regretted his decision. Considering he made an honor-
able career out of serving his country, I imagine those
moments of regret, if any were short lived. The road of
serving, whether it be in the military, Red Cross, Salvation
Army, Peace Corp, or any other context is a difficult but
honorable road.

Jesus constantly demonstrated that primary to being
one of his followers is to be a servant. Not many of us
will be called on to choose to the magnitude that Mr.
Barber had to choose. But each of us probably has a
daily opportunity to choose service over our own ambi-
tion. 

I am reminded of Paul’s words to people in church,
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in hu-
mility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others.” (Philippians 2:3-4 NRSV).

See you at the place where servants gather,
Pastor Jeff (wearing #3)

1—Monte McIntire
4—Carly Tennison
5—Scott Beauchamp
5—Ashlyn Owen
6—Roy Speer
6—Kirsty Teel
7—Jacob Strickler
9—Joe Lechner
11—Melissa Trammel
12—Shelly Lipps
14—Nathalie Blades
15—JW Smith
15—Murle Williams 
16—Ted Beauchamp
18—Morie Epperson
19—Becky McIntire
19—Kevin Underwood
19—Pat Williams
20 – Karla Brower

21—Cody Lockhart
23—Cindy Cargal
23—James Pichler
24—Sharron Brown
24—Tommy Dittmar
24—Sydney Overman
24—Rickey Townson
26—Monica Burchett
27—Chris Hart
27—Shirley Parker
27—Linda Venekamp
28—Myra Hall
29—Kamryn Browning
29—Clint Coapland
29—Lindy Taylor
30—Angie Brown
30—Dusty Jenson
30—Roger Smith
31—Diane Tennison

May Birthdays

Vitality Scoreboard for FUMC
2007 2009 2011

Disciples in Worship 121 128 132
New Disciples 4 14 1
Growing as a Disciple 18 25 19
Engaging in Mission ? 59 78
Giving to Mission $48,623 $57,516 $18,026
Disciples in Worship: average worship attendance
New Disciples: number of people who joined by profes-

sion of faith
Growing as a Disciple: number of small groups
Engaging in Mission: number of people engaged in local

mission
Giving to Mission: total amount given by local to church

to other organizations

Congratulations!
Congrats to Derek & Tori Hayes on the birth of their

daughter, Sophia James Hayes, on April 20th in Abilene.
Sophia weighed 7 lbs. 8 oz. and was 19¼ inches long.
Proud grandparents are Sammy & Sonia Sikes. Proud aunt
is Katie Sikes.

~Thank You~
Church Family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers you sent for
my step-mom’s funeral. It is comforting to know that in
time of sorrow, we have an army of caring people with us.

Mike & Linda Colbert  


